The highs and lows of life on the road (taken from DailyStar, 1-27-2004)
Driving in Lebanon can sometimes be a wild adventure; unmarked speed bumps, potholes and other road obstructions are just a few of the sudden obstacles you might encounter on the road. 
Usually there is no sign to mark these obstructions, but if you are lucky there might be an artistic assembly of wooden boxes, a big stone or a tree branch to remind you that you should veer left or right to avoid breaking your car. 
Then, if you get lost and you want to know where you are, you might just need to stop in the middle of the road so you can read the road signs that are not much bigger than the font this article is written in. As a bonus, if you are driving at night, you better meditate in a dark room before you get in your car so your eyes are adjusted to the near total lack of street lights illuminating the roads. 
These are just a few of the challenges to driving that one must confront on an everyday basis. Let us not forget that when there is massive road construction, you had better think twice before you use your car, especially if you need to travel from Beirut to the North. 
A sudden diversion will come out of nowhere, and to avoid any of the 30 some cars around you who are escaping from the other 30 cars around them, there is a good chance that you will inherit a new hood ornament as you hit what is standing in for a classical “Caution! Work in progress” sign: a worker waving his red flag right at the beginning of the construction site! 
Indeed, if you do not manage to stop right before him in the customary Lebanese fashion, the worst thing would be going hand in hand to the hospital. If everything goes fine and you manage to miss this trap, do not let your guard down: you still have to survive the mammoth concrete barriers placed on the side of the road that were hit so many times by cars that they are now somewhere near the middle. 
Driving in Lebanon has a prerequisite: you have to foresee the future. Foresee that a truck might back up on the highway; foresee, when it is dark, that a possible car with no lights might be in front of you; foresee that even if the Beirut-Dbayeh sea-road is open from 11am to 11pm, some people might consider it open 24 hours a day both ways. 
And of course, we are always in a rush. We always need to go fast, passing on the left as well as on the right, and this is being a good driver. If you follow the rules, you might just get in trouble. People will honk their horns until your ears are ringing if you do not run the red light! If you advise someone to put their seat belt on, expect them to laugh in your face, making you wonder if you just told a joke. And when your foreign friends come to spend some time in your lovely country, prepare some tranquilizers for their own well-being. If you want to drive in Lebanon, start practicing yoga, adopt the Zen ideology and, of course, never forget to buy life insurance … 
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